
!FACTS It$onnOtlOn About 
Environmcd C l e m  

at McCIettcrn AFB 

off-base-~oil-~a~or Sampling Project 
Thir spring, McQem Am 

will conduct a roil vapor ram- 
plingpiogramrimillertooae 
computed dcmg the northwest 
portion of the base lrut fa& Thir 
sampling project will t a b  placa 
in midcntal artas adjacent to tZIc 
wlwtrideofthebasetader#. 
mine whether soil vapor con- 
tunirur;nn has awwed off base. 
--%Be base will obtain permis- 
bionfrompmptrryown~to ' 
CdWt d d p k  d-hllple8 df 
about 10 locationr. The mjcgt 
is part of the ongaing Remedial 
Investigation, an environmental 
study conducted for the U.S. 
Environmental Roocction 
A p c y  @PA) and tht Wur- 
nia EPA (Cal-EPA). 
WHAT IS A SOIL VAPOR1 
GAS? 

Soil vapor, i s  r mixtare of air. 
water and 0th- chemicals in 
their gaseous state, and is often 
prtrent in the ground. Thc vapor 
moves through the spaces be- 
tween particles of soil and rock 
This soil vapar can originate 
from fuel and solvent waste 
from past disposal practices. 
WHAT ARE THE RISKS TO 
NEARBY RESDBNTS? 

Thm ie no indication at this 
time that hannN lcvtls of soil 

wporconmminanb am p e n t  
intheairyoobnatbe.Tha 
con- of concern at the 
botmday site8 on base WUG 
found well below the rraf8cc. 
BACKGROUND AND 
PURPOSE OF THE INYESTI- 
GATlON 

Betwtcll October 1991 and 
August 1992, field m w s  drilled a 

muxu than 5 0 0 ~ ~ g t  at 40 aim 
to obtain ramples within the 
Operable Unit B (OU B) am4 
a8 part of the base's overall 
M a 1  Investigation and 
Feasibility Stndy (RVFS). 
Contaminated vapors w m  
detected ia the soil at a number 
of rim including thnt along 
tile Wcsm boundary of the 
base. C d  with the 
potential underground buildup 

andmwem#ltoftheccmtami- 
nafcd soil vapor on and off bare, 
McCllcllnn_ along with the EPA 
and Caf-BPA, is conducting an 
in~~~tigatloll to deoermina the 
levd and extent of rail vapa 
cCm*an. 
W Z S  McCLELLtW 
CONDUCTING SAMPLING 
OFF BASE? 

smc of tbe &l-vap 
comp6uncb detected along the 
base boundary could be cons&-- 
ered hazardous to human bdh. 
A l t h o ~ g ~ d ~ e  c o n t a d n a n u l  
found to be far enough be& 
the siuf~cc a preclude them 
frotn being released into the air, 
the data fram the off base ramc 
p h g  will tell us whcthcr the 
con taminants have mi& into 
those areas. This project will 



help us determine whether the soil vapor is mov- minutes ot each location and that the entire p m  
ing off base and, if so, how fa it has moved ThC gram should be completed in about two weeks. 
sampling rwults will be used to help in &tnmin- Each rffccrcd proputy will be W n  a of 
ing the pkdd risk to human health and the McClellan's work 9chedule, which will gemally 
tnvkrrnmbnt be between 8 am. and 5 p.m., Ma-Fxi. 
WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT DURING THE 
SAMPLING? 

hcauticms will be taken bcfm aud during 
mapling and other field activities to ensure that 
tk public i m  not expored to sail vapaa contami- 
nants and that the #titupling locati~lds arc left in the 
caaditian they wlen f '  

McQeIlan will netd to sample in open lie&, 
parkhg Iota and s m ,  vdng a rpaciatly equipped 
p i c k u p b p C k . ~ b a a c ~ i U r c q u w t a c c w a p e -  
menu from propcay ownen in advance to enter or 
pas8 through their propertic# during the project, 
Samples will be c m  with a one-inch dim- 
eter pmk bawd into the ground to depths rangiug 
from several feet to 20 feet. Holes will be filled 
after each satnplc is coliccted, and noise brom the 
equipment will be midmal_ 

Cmws anticipate collecting will takc abut 30 


